vice Conmi 5 fon Red Data Book % (c) January 1966
I Union for L,onservation of Nature ahd Natural Resources.-

: mlcm TAPIR

Family TAPIRIDAE

AL

. AR
il TR ROy ¢

'untntiqgutlh!  _Characteristics: "A large, heavy-bodied ungulatc the slze of
a pony but chuuktcr and uith much shortcr legs, MNose elongatg,.hcnding downward
over the mouth llkc short trunk, or proboscis., Ears lhort,'rouhddd, and
_,;vhlt e Taill :tubby. Four toes on front feet, thrlc on rear, Dunky
: W ‘on face, throat and breast."” [3:488) "Thc slze of the
‘: teristic of Tapirella balrdil as well as the abscncc of mane
;ha aupn of !hﬂ a!ck thc rtmalns of which in this specles are indicated by
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! Etuadar an¢ Colombla, west of the Andes and the Rio
11f of Buayaqull in the south as far as the Rio Slnu in the
ound in ccqtrql America as far as Mexico and Vhracruz. {43:315)
the él;trlbutlau In Mexico as the "wet troplcal forests of .

» west to southern Veracruz and eastern Oaxaca. The tapir

‘settiement,” (3:4901 "{n Panama the spdcies Is known to range from sca‘iayel
to the summits of the highest ridges of the eastern and wettcin mountains,

L wes in nnrthucstcro Colombla. esast of the Rio Atrato, Balrd'c taplr fives side
: '\.-l;;.:ghy side with Tapi ' (1:490),

Former ﬂl:trllui§6ﬁ1< "Even at the time of the éonqu(tt the tapirs were gone
from Yucatan, presumably as a8 result of Mayan settlement and clearing of the
forest. ... Originally tapirs accurred In much of the upland forest as well,
and there stil) are a few In the @uérc remote tracts, But most of the upplands




are now tuorhcavlly settled to afford a home for this shy and rctlrlnq

o ﬁL;lggiﬂ The‘taplr Is the only Nort American Perlsnodactyl. (31488)
> i'"cbns!dtflnu southeastern Mexico collectively ooe thcre remains no secure and
 assured pspalatinﬂ'anywherc. The tapir ... nust bc addac to thc list of
important specles that are dangerously reduced in nunbcr and vcry much ln need
i ction,” (3:491) - Hershkovi tz descrlbcs it as the lcast khown
jenus, (11492), | :

4 Unknown .

inwiids Gestation period 390 = 400 days. (6) "In Mexico the
ﬁ‘lifln'ﬂurcn; «ss a single young ls bern, and rca-!ns ‘with
ibo;t @ year. eeo Young tapirs are subject to prtdatlen by

' lJcr cats and by thc tayra in addition to tbc prlmc tn!uy.

1g: "Rivers, lakes or swamps seem to be an‘ciitﬁfibi"pgrtiof
long with dense forest." (3:491) "Most of the uplands are
éttled to afford a home for this shy and retirlnglanlial,

_ wilands the encroachment of settlers who pcrslsteutly pursue the
4r}has reduced populatlona to a dangerously low lcvel. (3&490) They
vhy,aniuals,_hlghly intolerant of disturbance by man or his dogs," (3:491)

s jL_g;g1LJLggggg;gg_g_;g_gx_;gggn;_ Listed in the Mexican Huntlng Regulations
' under "Animals the huntlng of which Is permanently pruhlbttad" ‘(3:544);

‘ggLJng;JLJnggg_gi "¥He taylr Is assoclated w!th and canplcicly depcndcnt
upon undisturbed climax rain forest for its cx!stcncc. It adjusts poorly or
not at all to settlement and :ccpingly can be retained only in virgln areas;
it is hoped that some of these vlil be set aside as national parks or wilder=
ness preserves, One such area that might well be designatédl as a permanent

#: raln forest reserve for taplks'androthcr elements of the wet tropical fauna
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; chlapu. The crcatlon of one or more raln fore:t preserves a nd
tho txtcnslon nf cffcctlvc lenal prntcctlon to tapirs every=where .In southern
Mexico are steps that should be taktn qulckly to save this unlquc member of thc‘
ngxlcnn fadﬁa frou:'lttnuﬁn txtlnctlon.f (3:492).
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